
A
lm

ostevery
content(non-particle)

w
ord

can
be

used
as

a
predicate.

m
ipona

e
ijo.

(Ifix
the

thing.)
m
iluka

e
nena.

(Iapply
hand

to
the

button;Ipress
the

button.)


com

pound
sentences

TokiPona
hasno

w
ay

ofcom
bining

tw
o
sep-

arate
sentences.

H
ow

ever,
you

can
use

li
m
ultiple

tim
esto

specify
m
ultiple

predicates,
or

e
m
ultiple

tim
es

to
specify

m
ultiple

ob-
jects.

To
specify

m
ultiple

subjects,
use

en
(

).

m
ien

sina
lilukin

likute
e
pipi

e
jan.

(You
and

I
look

at
and

listen
to

bugs
and

people.)


adjectives

A
djectives

com
e
after

the
nouns

or
verbs

they
m
odify.

Each
is

applied
left-to-right,

i.e.A
B
C

is
interpreted

as
(A

B)
C
.To

re-
group

adjectives,use
pi(

).
Itisgenerally


basic

sentences
A

basic
sentence

in
tokipona

consists
ofa

subjectand
predicate.

These
are

separated
by

li(
).

Ifthe
subjectis

m
ior

sina
(

)

alone,lim
ustbe

om
itted.

ona
lipona.

(They
are

good.)
m
im

oku.
(Ieat.)


addressing

To
m
ake

a
sentence

im
perative,

replace
li

w
ith

o
(

).
To

m
ark

itas
vocative,you

can
puta

com
m
a
after

the
o.

o
m
oku.

(Please
eat.)

jan
o,toki!

(H
ello,person!)


directobjects

To
specify

a
directobject,

use
e
(

)
after

li.

m
im

oku
e
kili.

(Ieatthe
fruit.)

ona
li
toki

e
toki

pona.
(They

speak
abouttokipona.)

en
d
of

th
e
se
nt
en

ce
.
Th
es
e
qu

es
tio

ns
ca

n
be

an
sw

er
ed

by
re
pe

at
in
g
th
e
pr
ed

ic
at
e
fo
r

ye
s,

an
d
re
pe

at
in
g
th
e
pr
ed

ic
at
e
fo
llo

w
ed

by
al
a
fo
r
no

.

ki
li
li
po

na
al
a
po

na
ta
w
a
sin

a?
(d
o
yo

u
lik
e
fr
ui
t?
)

ki
li
li
po

na
ta
w
a
sin

a,
an

u
se
m
e?

(d
o
yo

u
lik
e
fr
ui
t?
)

O
pe

n-
en

de
d
qu

es
tio

ns
us
e
“s
em

e”
(

),
a

w
or
d
th
at

fu
nc
tio

ns
sim

ila
rt
o
En

gl
ish

w
or
ds

“w
ha

t”
an

d
“w

hi
ch

”.


ph
on

ot
ac

tic
s

to
ki

po
na

ha
s
th
e
co

ns
on

an
ts

m
np

tk
sw

lj
an

d
th
e
vo

w
el
s
iu
eo

a.
Sy

lla
bl
es

in
to
ki

po
na

us
e
C
V(
N
),
w
he

re
C

is
a
co

ns
on

an
t(
op

tio
na

lf
or

th
e
fir
st

sy
l-

la
bl
e
of

a
w
or
d)
,V

is
a
vo

w
el
,a

nd
N

is
an

op
tio

na
ln

.
Th
e
sy
lla

bl
es

w
uw

oj
iti

ar
e
di
sa
llo

w
ed

,a
s

w
el
l
as

th
e
sa
m
e
sy
lla

bl
es

w
ith

ad
de

d
n.

N
o

tw
o

na
sa
ls

ca
n

ap
pe

ar
ne

xt
to

ea
ch

ot
he

r
(i.
e.
,n

o
nm

or
nn

).






lip
u
lil
ip

in
as
in

to
ki








ja
n
Se

m
u

13
M
ay

20
22

m
im

oku
e
kilila

m
ilape.

(Iw
ill

sleep
ifIeatfruit.)


prepositions

Som
e
w
ords

(m
arked

w
ith

prep.
in

lipu
lili

pinim
iale)

in
tokipona

function
as

prepo-
sitions

(e.g.lon,taw
a,kepeken,nanpa).

ona
lilon.

(They
exist.)

m
i
lon

tom
o

taw
a.

(I’m
in

the
car.)
m
ipana

e
kilitaw

a
sina.

(Igive
you

a
fruit.)

Ifthe
predicate

ofa
sentence

is
a
prepo-

sition,using
e
m
akes

the
sentence

transitive
(the

objectis
the

thing
thatthe

preposition
applies

to).

m
itaw

a
supa.

(Im
ove

tow
ards

the
table.)

m
itaw

a
e
supa.

(Im
ove

the
ta-

ble.)
m
ikepeken

ilo.
(Iuse

the
tool.)

uncom
m
on

to
use

pi
m
ultiple

tim
es

in
the

sam
e
clause

(pi-stacking).

ilo
kalam

a
(instrum

ent)
ilo

kalam
a
suli(big

instrum
ent)

ilo
pikalam

a
suli(loud

tool)

Predicate
clauses

often
have

adjectives
attached—in

this
case

the
adjectives

func-
tion

as
adverbs.

ona
li
toki

pona.
(They

speak
w
ell.

/
They

speak
TokiPona.)


la

The
particle

la
(

)
is
called

the
“context”

particle.
“A

la
B”

roughly
m
eans

“In
the

contextofA
,B.”

this
can

be
used

for
tim

e,
adverbs,etc.

tenpo
kam

a
la

m
ilape.

(Isleep
in

the
contextofcom

ing
tim

e;
I

w
illsleep.)

ken
la

m
ilape.

(Im
ightsleep.)

*
m
ik
ep

ek
en

e
ilo

.
(I
ca

n’
tt
hi
nk

of
a
go

od
tra

ns
la
tio

n
fo
r
th
is.
)

Po
sit
io
n
w
or
ds

(e
.g
.
po

ka
,
m
on

si)
ca

n
be

tu
rn
ed

in
to

pr
ep

os
iti
on

s
by

pu
tti
ng

lo
n
be

-
fo
re

th
em

.

m
il
on

po
ka

pi
to
m
o
ta
w
a.

(I’
m

ne
ar

th
e
ca

r.)


pr

ev
er
bs

So
m
e
w
or
ds

(e
.g
.
w
ile

,
so
na

,
ka

m
a)

ar
e

pr
ev

er
bs
,
m
ea

ni
ng

th
ey

ar
e
pu

t
be

fo
re

a
ve

rb
to

m
od

ify
it.

(T
he

se
ve

rb
s
ar
e
m
ar
ke

d
w
ith

pv
.
in
lip

u
lil
ip

in
im

ia
le
an

d
lip

u
Li
nk

u.
)

m
iw

ile
m
ok

u.
(I
w
an

tt
o
ea

t.)
m
ik

en
pa

li
e
lip

u.
(I
ca

n
m
ak

e
bo

ok
s.
)


na

m
es

A
ll
pr
op

er
no

un
s
in

to
ki

po
na

ar
e
m
ar
ke

d
w
ith

ca
pi
ta
liz

at
io
n
(o
rc

ar
to
uc

he
s
in

sit
el
en

po
na

).
Pr
op

er
no

un
sf
un

ct
io
n
as

ad
je
ct
iv
es
,

m
ea

ni
ng

th
ey

m
us
tb

e
pr
efi

xe
d
w
ith

a
no

un
th
at

de
sc
rib

es
th
e
th
in
g
th
ey

re
fe
r
to
.
It
is

co
m
m
on

to
re
vi
se

th
es
e
na

m
es

to
m
at
ch

to
ki

po
na

’s
ph

on
ot
ac

tic
s.

ja
n
Se

m
u
(p
er
so
n
na

m
ed

Se
m
u)

to
ki

Ep
el
an

to
(la

ng
ua

ge
na

m
ed

Ep
el
an

to
)

To
co

nv
er
tp

ro
pe

r
no

un
s
in
to

to
ki

po
na

,
fo
llo

w
th
es
e
ru
le
s:

1.
Pr
io
rit
iz
e
ph

on
et
ic
s
ov

er
sp
el
lin

g.
2.

U
se

en
do

ny
m
s
in
st
ea

d
of

ex
on

ym
s.

3.
U
se

lo
ca

lp
ro
no

un
ci
at
io
ns

ra
th
er

th
an

“o
ffi
ci
al
”
on

es
.

4.
Fo

llo
w
to
ki
po

na
ph

on
ot
ac

tic
s(
sh
ow

n
on

la
st
pa

ge
).

Se
e
ja
n-
ne

.g
ith

ub
.io

/t
p/

tp
iz
e
fo
r
a
fu
ll
lis
t.


qu

es
tio

ns
Ye

s
or

no
qu

es
tio

ns
in

to
ki

po
na

ca
n
ei
th
er

be
fo
rm

ed
by

sa
yi
ng

a
w
or
d
tw

ic
e
w
ith

al
a

in
be

tw
ee

n
or

by
ad

di
ng

“a
nu

se
m
e”

at
th
e


