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> basic sentences
A basic sentence in toki pona consists of a
subject and predicate. These are separated
by li (>). If the subject is mi or sina (? b)
alone, li must be omitted.

ona li pona. (They are good.)
mi moku. (I eat.)

$ addressing

To make a sentence imperative, replace li
with o ( & ). To mark it as vocative, you can
put a comma after the o.

o moku. (Please eat.)

jan o, toki! (Hello, person!)

» direct objects
To specify a direct object, use e () after

(I eat the fruit.)

ona li toki e toki pona. (They
speak about toki pona.)

mi moku e ki
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Almost every content (non-particle) word
can be used as a predicate.

mi pona e ijo. (I fix the thing.)

mi luka e nena. (I apply hand to
the button; | press the button.)

+ compound sentences

Toki Pona has no way of combining two sep-
arate sentences. However, you can use li
multiple times to specify multiple predicates,
or e multiple times to specify multiple ob-
jects. To specify multiple subjects, use en

(+).

mi en sina li lukin li kute e pipi
e jan. (You and | look at and
listen to bugs and people.)

L adjectives

Adjectives come after the nouns or verbs
they modify. Each is applied leftto-right,
i.e. AB Cis interpreted as (A B) C. To re-
group adjectives, use pi (L_). Itis generally
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uncommon to use pi multiple times in the
same clause (pi-stacking).

ilo kalama (instrument)
ilo kalama suli (big instrument)

ilo pi kalama suli (loud tool)

Predicate clauses often have adjectives
attached—in this case the adjectives func-
tion as adverbs.

ona li toki pona. (They speak
well. / They speak Toki Pona.)

) la

The particle la () is called the “context”
particle. “A la B” roughly means “In the
context of A, B.” this can be used for time,
adverbs, etc.

tenpo kama la mi lape. (I sleep
in the context of coming time; |
will sleep.)

ken la mi lape. (I might sleep.)
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mi moku e kili la mi lape. (I will
sleep if | eat fruit.)

— prepositions

Some words (marked with prep. in lipu
pi nimi ale) in toki pona function as prepo-
sitions (e.g. lon, tawa, kepeken, nanpa).

ona li lon. (They exist.)

mi lon tomo tawa. (I’'m in the
car.)

mi pana e kili tawa sina. (I give
you a fruit.)

If the predicate of a sentence is a prepo-
sition, using e makes the sentence transitive
(the object is the thing that the preposition
applies to).

mi tawa supa. (| move towards

the table.)

mi tawa e supa. (| move the ta-

ble.)

mi kepeken ilo. (I use the tool.)



